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Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought 2015

On October 29 the European Parliament awarded the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of
Thought to Raif Badawi, a Saudi Arabian blogger. The Sakharov award ceremony will be
held in Strasbourg on 16 December.

Raif Badawi is an activist and the founder of the website
Free Saudi Liberals, an online platform for political and
religious debate. At the moment he is serving a sentence
to 10 years in prison and 1,000 lashes following charges
related to apostasy because allegedly his website was
deemed to be an insult to Islam.
 
On 12 February 2015, the European Parliament passed
a condemning the flogging of Mr Badawi. He isresolution 
considered "a prisoner of conscience detained and
sentenced solely for exercising his right to freedom of
expression".

After the announcement, President Schulz called on
the King of Saudi Arabia to immediately release him
and allow him to return home to his wife and three
children as well as to allow him to attend
Parliament's plenary session in December in order
to receive his prize.
Press release;   ;   President Schulz announcement
More on the Sakharov
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bTA%2bP8-TA-2015-0037%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20151023STO99024/html/European-Parliament-awards-Sakharov-Prize-to-Raif-Badawi
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=cb8635d2-3e10-4584-be18-a53a00c1375f
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/home/the-prize.html
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Meeting of 15 September

Respecting human rights in the context of
migration flows in the Mediterranean

Jointly with the Committee
on Foreign Affairs and the
Committee on Civil
Liberties, Justice and
Home Affairs
Migration and refugee crisis :
MEPs debate with UNHCR
Guterres and the EU
Commission.

Measures to deal with the migration and refugee crisis as well
as the situation in transit countries in the Mediterranean region
were debated at a joint hearing held by the Committees on
Foreign Affairs and on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs,
and the Subcommittee on Human Rights on Tuesday morning. 
MEPs expressed disappointment at the outcome of Monday's
Justice and Home Affairs Council meeting and urged the EU to
shoulder its responsibilities.
 
The debate began with contributions from Foreign Affairs
Committee Chair Elmar Brok, Justice and Home Affairs
Committee Chair, Claude Moraes, EU Foreign Chief Federica
Mogherini, Commissioner for migration, Dimitris Avramopoulos,
UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Antonio Guterres and
Human Rights Subcommittee Chair, Elena Valenciano before
members of the parliaments of Jordan, Lebanon, Libya,
Morocco, Tunisia and Turkey as well as MEPs took the floor
and voiced the views of their respective countries and political
groups.
Re-watch the debate
Press release
Programme

Meeting of 22 September

Feedback on the DROI mission to Israel and the
Palestine Territories, 20-24 July 2015

The DROI delegation led by MEP Weidenholzer debriefed the
Subcommittee on their visit to Israel and Palestine which took
place from 20-24 July 2015.  The objective of the mission was to
hold discussions and to follow up on the human rights concerns
expressed in Parliament's resolutions concerning Israel, the
West Bank and Gaza.   MEPs reviewed the main human rights
and political aspects of the visit, including the peace process,
and noted the willingness of the interlocutors to engage in
further dialogue on human rights.

Press statement

Feedback on the DROI mission to Ukraine, 20-24
July 2015

Richard Howitt, Chair of the DROI ad hoc delegation, provided
an account of the mission, focusing on IDPs, humanitarian
access, freedom of movement in the conflict-affected areas, the
ICC and ratification of the Rome Statute, accountability and
corruption, the situation in Crimea, as well as the prisoner
exchanges between the sides in the armed conflict. Mr
Plenkovic, Chair of the EU-Ukraine PAC, complemented the
feedback with relevant aspects such as election observation and
IDP voting rights, and argued for further monitoring and hearings
on the human rights situation, with a focus on breaches
committed in Donetsk and Luhansk, as well as Crimea. This
approach was also supported by other Members. The EEAS
provided useful comments, including by reference to the
EU-Ukraine HR Dialogue of 24 July and recent developments,
notably regarding progress on the ratification of the Rome
Statute and the trial of Nadiya Savchenko (her case was taken
up in EP resolutions and she is now also a Sakharov Prize
nominee).

Press statement

Hearing on the International Day against the Death
Penalty

10 October will mark the 13th
International Day Against the
Death Penalty and it is in this
context that a hearing was
organised to assess general
trends, and to analyse progress
and setbacks. The central theme
of this year's International Day
against the Death Penalty
focuses on the death penalty for
drug-related crimes. According
to the invited experts, the
general trend is encouraging, as
shown in the UN General
Assembly resolution of
December 2014 on a
moratorium, which was

supported by 117 countries out of 193. However, contrary to the
general trend, some countries have lifted the ban on executions
and enacted laws permitting the death penalty for drug-related
crimes. While commending progress made, the experts called
for a continuation of efforts and support for local initiatives. A
further point which was highlighted was that the EU's financial
support for law enforcement against drug-trafficking in third
countries is having an indirect impact on the death penalty for
drug offences.
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https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/06f72baf-ef12-45cc-918c-36b91ad67e1d/Press%20release%20Israel%20Palestine.pdf
https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/4fee03d9-31a8-4f4e-a323-84674f3ebdaf/Press%20statement-Delegation%20to%20Ukraine.pdf
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Update on the human rights situation in Sudan

The two speakers, Mr Medani, former President of Sudan
Human Rights Monitor, and Mr Suliman Baldo, an independent
expert well-known in UN circles, set out their views on the
deteriorating human rights situation in Sudan. They called on the
EU to continue putting pressure on the Sudanese government
and in particular to end the humanitarian blockade by opening
humanitarian corridors to deliver assistance to the people in
need.

Meeting of 1 October

Exchange of views with Fatou Bensouda,
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court

Ms Bensouda briefed DROI
Members on current cases
and the challenges faced by
the Office of the Prosecutor.
She provided an update on
the preliminary examinations
currently underway, perhaps
most notably regarding
Palestine, Ukraine and
Colombia, and stressing the
role of the ICC as the Court
of last resort, which only acts
in cases where national
courts do not enforce accountability for serious crimes under
the ICC's jurisdiction. She reflected on the current cases being
dealt with in the Court, giving details of the latest developments
regarding the DRC and the Ivory Coast. Ms Bensouda also
commented on the importance of the Mali case, the first one
concerning the destruction of cultural heritage sites. The
discussion reflected Parliament's consistently strong support
for the ICC, but also raised questions regarding outside political
pressures on the Court when it has tackled politically sensitive
cases. The EEAS took the floor briefly to register the EU's
continued support for the ICC as an institution.

Meeting of 15 October

The situation of women in armed conflicts

Jointly with the Committee
on Women's Rights and
the Subcommittee on
Security and Defence
The hearing was organised
in the context of the 15th
anniversary of the adoption
of UN Resolution 1325 on
Women, Peace and Security,
which reaffirms the important
role of women in the
prevention and resolution of
conflicts, peace negotiations,
peace-bui lding,
peacekeeping, humanitarian

response and in post-conflict reconstruction.

The invited speakers from the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Lebanon, New York and the office of UN Women in Brussels
assessed the implementation of the resolution, and pointed to
progress achieved and future challenges. Speaking on behalf of
the EEAS, Ms Mara Marinaki, recently named principal gender
advisor in the EEAS, and Major Stefan Joseph Camilleri of the
EU Military Staff, reaffirmed the EU's commitment to contributing
to the implementation of the resolution.

 

Feedback on the AFET/DROI mission to Serbia,
23-24 September 2015

AFET/DROI members travelled
to Serbia on 23-24 September,
in the framework of the
preparations for the annual
progress report on Serbia and in
the context of the current
refugee crisis.
 
The main discussions in Serbia

focused on the migration crisis, particularly with government
representatives. The announcement of the closing of the
Croatian border on Thursday morning, 24 September,
dominated the discussions with the Prime Minister. This
prevented in-depth discussions on other areas of concern
related to Serbia's 'European path', such as Chapters 23 and
24, in the context of increasing expectations on the Serbian side
that these negotiating chapters could be opened by the end of
the year.
 
Freedom of the media, the work of the ombudsman, the
Belgrade-Pristina dialogue, minority issues and the protection of
vulnerable groups were the topics most discussed with our
Serbian interlocutors. Members also emphasized the need for a
much stronger implementation of several national action plans
and strategies that risk remaining "ink on paper" with no real
impact on the ground/citizens if not properly implemented. As
such, the discrepancy between the official line of the
government and the feedback from civil society, international
organisations etc was also evident.
 
Finally, there was very strong public support from the EP
delegation for the Serbian Ombudsman whose office should be
able to carry out its mandate as an independent national human
rights institution without any political interference or personal
attacks.
Press statement
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https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/26a30bbb-0c00-488c-bdf4-895620a50fc7/press_release_serbia.pdf
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Meeting of 22 October

Exchange of views on the human rights situation in
Syria

DROI members held an exchange of views on the impact of the
Syrian conflict on the civilian population with two experts on the
issue. Ms Yasmine Nahlawi, from the Syrian civil society
organization "Rebuild Rethink" based in the UK, spoke on how
to find a rapid solution to the massive attacks on citizens and
called for international enforcement of "bombing free zones" to
stop the indiscriminate killing of civilians from aerial
bombardment by Syrian forces. Mr Nadim Houry, Deputy
Director of the Middle East and North Africa division of Human
Rights Watch, who participated via Skype from Beirut, put
emphasis on the terrorising effect of the use of cluster munitions
on the civil population.

The EEAS representative reiterated that civilian protection and
humanitarian aid continues to lie at the core of the EU's
approach to the Syrian crisis, and stressed the necessity of a
political agreement to end the conflict.

Exchange of views on the human rights situation in
Tibet

The exchange took place within the context of the upcoming
second visit to the region by the EUSR Lambrinidis and the
forthcoming round of the EU-China Human Rights Dialogue, in
addition to the on-going AFET report on EU-China relations

The speakers provided an accurate and detailed description of
the situation in Tibet and highlighted key concerns on freedom
of religion and belief, torture and ill-treatment in custody,
arbitrary detentions, cultural and economic rights, including
access to education in the Tibetan language.

The exchange also provided an opportunity to hear the personal
testimony of the nephew of Tenzin Delek Rinpocue, a highly
respected monk who died in prison in July 2015 while serving a
life sentence to which he had been condemned on dubious
charges.

Exchange of views on the human rights situation in
Eritrea

DROI Members heard an update of the human rights situation in
Eritrea. Ms Birthe Ankenbrand, Secretariat of the Commission of
Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea, Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights, briefed DROI members
on the main findings of the Commission's report on Eritrea which
deals with investigations of allegations of human rights violations
amounting to crimes against humanity committed by the Eritrean
government.

 

In addition, Mr Biniam Simon, Erena, an Eritrean journalist,
informed Members about the Eritrean radio station based in
Paris which provided valuable and reliable information to people
in Eritrea, refugees in its neighbouring countries and Eritrean
refugees on their way to Europe. He depicted a bleak picture of
the country where no basic rights are ensured, and he openly
criticised the Khartoum process on migration.

Recent work / Work in Progress

Human rights and technology: impact of intrusion
and surveillance systems on human rights in third

2014/2232(INI)countries 

Rapporteur: Marietje Schaake;
Report: ; A8-0178/2015
Resolution adopted in plenary on 8 September 2015

Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in
the World 2014 and the European Union’s policy on
the matter

Rapporteur: Cristian Dan Preda
Consideration of draft report in DROI: 1 October
Deadline for amendments : 12 October at 16.00
Consideration of amendments in DROI: 12 November
Vote in AFET: 16 November
Vote in Plenary: December

Trade in certain goods which could be used for
capital punishment, torture or other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment (COM(2014)0001
– C8-0014/2014 – 2014/0005(COD))

Rapporteur: Barbara Lochbihler
Opinion : PE555.011v02-00
Report : A8-0267/2015
Referred back to committee responsible

Preparing for the World Humanitarian Summit:
Challenges and opportunities for humanitarian
assistance (2015/2051 (INI))

Rapporteur: Elena Valenciano
Vote in AFET on 19 October 2015
Plenary timetable : to be confirmed
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A8-2015-0178+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2015-0288+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-555.011%2b02%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A8-2015-0267+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
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Urgency Resolutions

September 2015

Angola; Azerbaijan; Russia, in particular the cases of Eston
Kohver, Oleg Sentsov and Olexandr Kolchenko

October 2015

Central African Republic; Situation in Thailand; the mass
displacement of children in Nigeria as a result of Boko Haram
attacks; the case of Ali Mohammed al-Nimr

Link to all resolutions

Calendar of DROI meetings

The next DROI meetings will take place on the following days:

Thursday 12.11.2015 am
Tuesday 01.12.2015 am Tuesday 01.12.2015 pm

Link to DROI Calendar 2015
Linkt to DROI Calendar 2016
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/publications.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2015.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2016.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/studies.html
https://twitter.com/EP_HumanRights

